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In the claims : 

Please amend the claims as shown below: 

5 1. (Currently amended) h method for dewatering and washing a 
lime mud (106 )- before dewatered lime mud is transported to a 
lime mud kiln , comprising: ghag actaag^e e^a 
Shat the dewatering o£ the lime mud take s plac e in a 
p^©ss^ei&e4 pressurized filter 4i^3-)-, 

10 fefea t the — proa our i ^>4 connecting the pressurized filter (103) . 
io conneafeoei to a closed gas circulation system 43*244-, 
thafe connecting a filtrate tank 4i&s4- is se naee^ed to a tfee 
filtrate side of the pressurized filter and where a fluid 
level of filtrate - (1 0 9) - is established from the prassa iage4 

15 pressurized filter (1Q3 »-, 

that the pressuris e d pressurising the pressurized filter^ 
. (102) 4q pre s surice d in that 

a compressor 43rii)- drawing on its- a suction side thereof a 
43?aw# gas phase from the filtrate tankj. 43=^&4- and a 
20 pressurized side of the compressor pressurizing, via the gas 
circulation system, a lime mud side of pge ssug j^ a s the 
pressurized filter^ 

414^1- on th e-p^& suri g ed eide - of the compr es sor, -o n t h e lim e 
mud s i d e of -fcfae fil l er, that a c e rtain 
25 venting a pre-determined amount of the gas phase 4s-^eate4 
from the gas circulation system (101) -, 

■ and tfo s i -fe adding an equivalent pre-determined amount of fresh 
air 4 s ad 4 e & to a recycled gas phase to w -i- £ h the aim o £ 

maintaining feke a partial pressure of oxygen gas above a pre- 
30 determined minimum level. 



2. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 1, 
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wherein a temperature in the 



10 



15 



20 



25 



pressurized pressuris ed filter (102) -, including a fefe© 
temperature of the recycled gas phase, is maintained above 
7 5oc v pre fe rabl y 75-9£* G . 

3 . (Currently amended) The method according to eith er si aim - 1 - 

or 2 , ■. char ao t e^i-g- fed ' in t h at th e claim 1 wherein an amount of 
residual white liquor in the lime mud (1Q& )- does not exceed 
10% , pr e fera b ly UB4 e3^-£4-r of th& white liquor that is formed 
in a previous causticization step . 

4. (Currently amended) The method according to any on - e — &£ 
claim s 1 - 3; — s harao fce- rieed i n that - claim 1 wherein the lime 
mud that has been filtered out from the lime mud is dry-fed 
out from tke a disc filter for onward® transport ation to the 
lime mud kiln (300) -. 

5. (Currently amended) The method according to an y one o£ 
^aimg— 3r- 4, g k a 3 ^ct - s*¥ i&e d in th at, claim 1 wherein de-airing 
of the recycled gas phase is carried out on the pressurized 
gg@g suri -& ed side 4p4- of the compressor via a de-airing device 
(113-a) t an d in tha t and an addition of fresh air is carried 
out by an air-supply device (112a) connected to the suction 
side 4b4- of the compressor. 

6. (Currently amended) The method according to any- ^eae-^f- 
cla i me characteri -s ©& in tha t claim 1 wherein de-airing 
of recycled gas phase is carried out on the suction side 

of the compressor at a first distance from tk© an inlet to 

the compressor via a de-airing device ( l-l^ - a -^ — and in that 

and an addition of fresh air is carried out through an 
air-supply device (11 - 3 - a )- on the suction side 4e4- of the 
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compressor at a second distance from tke an inlet to the 
compressor, where the first distance is greater than the 
second distance. 

5 7. (Currently amended) The method according to any o n e of the . 
pg^^ ding -a^ aimc ; ck a^a^fe^j^e d .-;ka— that t -k e claim 1 wherein 
an amount of recirculated gas phase that is exchanged lies 
within the an interval 5-20%-i -pref esatoly 1 ®ps fc han lOfr . 

10 8. (Currently amended) The method according to an y on e of the 
pl eadi n g clad rms. , ch a racterised in th a t th e claim I wherein 
an amount of recirculated gas phase that is exchanged is 
regulated such that it the amount depends on a detected 
process parameter. 

15 

9. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 8, 
char act eris ed in- that wherein the detected process parameter 
is the partial pressure of oxygen gas in the pressurized 
filter. 

20 

10. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 8, 
{Sfea3? acte j g 4s- ed in -that wherein the detected process parameter 
is tfee- a flow rate of ■ flow of lime mud or dewatered lime mud, 
or parameters that are representative of these flow rates ®£ 

25 £i©w. 

11. (Currently amended) The method according to any ' Obb of 
fefee pr e siding el -a ims, ok a j g acteri s e d- in tha t claim 1 wherein 
the pressurized p^& suri giael filter is of j feh« a disc filter 

30 type. 
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12 . (Currently amended) An arrangement for washing and 
dewatering a lime mud before dewatered lime mud is transported 
to a lime mud kiln , comprising: WW- gb aracte^ sed-^a 
thafe fefea dewatering the lime mud t^ke s pl ao e in a 
5 p^&8 uris£d r pressurized filter (103 4- , 

that- arranging a recirculation line AiG i s arrange for a gas 
phase from the a filtrate side to-fch e of a mud side, 
thafe connecting the pr o crm ris-gd pressurized filter (103 4- is 
e onne - o fe-ed to a gas circulation system 4 - 101) that is 

10 essentially closed, 

that connectincr a filtrate tank 44^34- i s aonnee fced to tke 
a filtrate side of the pressurized filter and where a fluid 
level of a filtrate is established from the gs wariefe d 

pressurized filter* 44-&^ — r 

15 thafe pressurizing- the pre»s ws4s«4 pressurized filter*. (102 ) 
4a pge oauriood in tha t 

a compressor (1 -4 4 4- drawing on its- a suction side thereof a 
draw ® gas phase from the filtrate tank - (108) and pres s uris e s 
a pressurized side of the compressor pressurizing, via the gas 
20 circulation system a lime mud side of the pressurized filter*. 
■ (102) on the pr eos uri pe d side - o f the c o mpr e ssor, on t h e -... lime 
mud - si d e of th e f lit e r ?- 

thafe - venting a certain pre-determined amount of gas phase is- 
vested from the gas circulation system - MOD -, through a 

25 de-airing device**, (113- & 4- and 

-fe hat adding an equivalent pre-determined amount of fresh air 
4 s ad ded through an air-supply devices- 4 112a) to the a 
recycled gas phase with to maintain a the — aim of ma - intai^ A- a g 
the- partial pressure of oxygen gas above a pre-determined 

30 minimum level. 



13. (Currently amended) The arrangement according to claim 12, 
cha racterised - in th a t wherein the de-airing device ( 4 13 a) is 
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arranged at a position on the pressurized &&e&ev£ir&®& side 
(p) of the compressor, and in that the air-supply device 
j(112aj- is arranged at a position on the suction side 4b)- of 
the compressor. 

5 

14. (Currently amended) The arrangement according to claim 12, 
€hara - e terieeeU- in tha fe wherein the de-airing device (H3a) is 
arranged at a position on the suction side 4&4- of the 
compressor at a first distance from the compressor W, and 
10 in that the air-supply device 4ii3-a4- is arranged at a 

position on the suction side 4s)- of the compressor at a 
second distance from the compressor (111) , where the first 
distance is greater than the second distance. 

15 15. (Currently amended) The arrangement according to any o n e 
of olaimc 13 ' Itt, c h a r acteris e d in tba fe- claim 12 wherein a 
control unit - ( ■ 140) - controls fefee regulator valves (113) -r 
- (113 - ) -, — (160) for at l eas t o ne of d e - a iring and a d dition - o f 

20 

16. (Currently amended) The arrangement according to claim 15, 
wherein ob^gact^i- cod in that the control unit receives 
input signals from sensors i^O-. 

25 17. (Currently amended) The arrangement according to claim 12 
wherein the pressurized an y on e of- claim s 12^ 1-6 r 
character ise d in t hat t -h e . pr e s s ur i s ed filter (102) - is of a 
the disc filter type. 



30 



